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SCONUL Access 

CONSTITUTION

1 Introduction
1.1 The term SCONUL Access will be used to cover the former SCONUL Research Extra, UK Libraries Plus (UKLP) and UK Computing Plus schemes. This SCONUL Access Constitution supersedes earlier constitutions for those individual schemes.  Schemes, names and procedures continue to be defined in the relevant operating principles.  

1.2 SCONUL Access is a reciprocal scheme, offering discrete levels of participation, and enabling eligible staff and students to access resources or to borrow them from other libraries participating in the scheme at the appropriate level.  Libraries will transfer their participation in the former schemes at the appropriate level to SCONUL Access.
1.3 SCONUL Access is run on behalf of SCONUL and managed by a Steering Group. 
1.4 The object of SCONUL Access is to support the research and teaching conducted in participating institutions, through the promotion and oversight of co-operative, mutually beneficial arrangements between higher education libraries.  The founding principle of SCONUL Access is to improve access to higher education libraries and their collections.  
1.5 SCONUL Access operates on the basis of mutual benefit to institutional participants.  There is an agreement, in principle, to review the scheme if monitoring reveals a significant imbalance in its use by member institutions. 
1.6 In formal terms, the members of SCONUL Access are institutions (as is the case with SCONUL itself).  The practical effects of membership concern only the institution’s library and/or information service or equivalent.  This constitution is to be interpreted accordingly.
1.7 SCONUL Access defines "home institution" as where the user is registered, either directly or via an associated institution, and "host institution" as the institution visited under the scheme.
1.8 SCONUL Access operates on the understanding that home institutions are responsible for any of their own staff and students making use of the scheme.  Participation in SCONUL Access does not in any way limit or replace this responsibility.  Home institutions are ultimately liable for any losses incurred as a result of their own staff and students using other libraries under SCONUL Access.
1.9 SCONUL Access defines ‘Representative’ as the person registered as such in accordance with SCONUL’s Articles of Association, 13 and 15 (that is to say, normally the Librarian or Principal Officer in charge of the member’s information services).
2 Institutional participation
2.1 Participation in SCONUL Access is open to all institutions in full membership of SCONUL able to offer the required level of commitment and appropriate participation as defined in the operating principles.
2.2 Institutions applying to join SCONUL Access must agree to abide by, and support, the Operating Principles in force at the time of application.  Participating institutions are required to operate the scheme according to the current operating principles, which may be amended by the Steering Group from time to time.  Statistics must be submitted in accordance with the operating principles and by the required date. 
2.3 Applications to join SCONUL Access must be signed by the SCONUL Representative.  

3 Institutional contacts
3.1 The Representative of each member institution will nominate a member of staff who will have local management responsibility for the running of SCONUL Access as the SCONUL Access contact.  The SCONUL Access contact will assist the Steering Group with the efficient operation of SCONUL Access and will participate in any meetings of SCONUL Access contacts which may be called from time to time, including an annual meeting. Any change of SCONUL Access contact within a participating library should be notified to the Steering Group in writing to the SCONUL Access Administrator. 

4 Responsibilities
4.1 The SCONUL Access Steering Group will be responsible for ensuring that SCONUL Access operates within this Constitution.  Changes to the Constitution may be proposed by the Steering Group to the Executive Board and will take effect following the approval of the Board.
4.2 The SCONUL Access Steering Group is responsible for monitoring the effectiveness of the scheme, determining policy and operating principles, and planning future development.  Any issues which cannot be resolved by the SCONUL Access Administrator will be referred to the Steering Group for adjudication.

4.3 Responsibility for the day to day operation of SCONUL Access rests with the SCONUL Access Administrator as appointed by the SCONUL Access Steering Group.  The Administrator is responsible for: overseeing the efficient operation of SCONUL Access (in liaison with the SCONUL Access contacts in participating libraries), administering applications for membership, facilitating communication and networking between participating libraries, and promoting SCONUL Access.

4.4 SCONUL Access contacts from participating libraries are responsible for liaison with the SCONUL Access Administrator to effect local operation of the scheme in accordance with the agreed operating principles and procedures.
5 Steering Group
5.1 The SCONUL Access Steering Group will consist of a Chair (normally a SCONUL Representative) and two other Representatives all appointed by the SCONUL Executive Board according to the procedure for appointment to SCONUL groups, plus four members of staff of participating institutions elected by Representatives.
5.2 Members of the SCONUL Access Steering Group will normally serve for three years at a time.

5.3 The SCONUL Access Steering Group may co-opt up to two additional members. 
5.4 The SCONUL Access Steering Group shall be free to take decisions on SCONUL Access, subject to the provisions of the Constitution, and the Chair will report annually to the Executive Board on its work.

5.5 The SCONUL Access Steering Group will be responsible for the operating principles and, subject to the provisions of the Constitution, may make changes to them after consultation with participating institutions through their SCONUL Access contacts.
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