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 Executive Briefing: Copyright Digest No.1 
 
The Academic Content and Communication Strategy Group (ACCSG) Copyright Sub-Group ‘Executive 
Briefings’ aim to provide members of the Society of College, National and University Libraries 
(SCONUL) and their colleagues with up-to-date information on UK, EU and global copyright, licensing 
and IPR matters as they relate to HE.  The quarterly Copyright Digest summarises the key changes 
and new developments on the horizon. 
 
Training needs survey 
The ACCSG Copyright Sub-Group is conducting a short training needs survey which we are asking 
SCONUL members to complete, to assist us with the planning and design of  future copyright training 
events.  Please take a few minutes to complete our online survey and share your ideas with us: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VYJDX9N 
 
EU Copyright Consultation 
In March SCONUL submitted a response to the review of EU copyright laws: 
http://www.sconul.ac.uk/page/academic-content-and-communications-0 
 
The submission focused on the need for the laws to adapt to enable the work of libraries in the 
changing digital age. Support was given for copyright exceptions in the areas of preservation, teaching, 
mass digitisation and text and data mining. It was recommended libraries have a “right to lend” that 
extends to digital media, and that contracts should not be able to override legislation. The European 
Commission has now published the responses and is likely to be publishing a white paper in June to 
address issues raised in the consultation. Thank you to everyone who contributed to the SCONUL 
response. 
 
Changes to UK copyright law expected to come into force on 1st June  
The Government has published the final proposals on the exceptions to copyright regulations in the 
form of five statutory instruments that will amend the relevant sections of the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988: http://www.ipo.gov.uk/copyright-exceptions.htm 
 

• The Copyright and Rights in Performances (Personal Copies for Private Use) Regulations 2014  
• The Copyright and Rights in Performances (Quotation and Parody) Regulations 2014  
• The Copyright and Rights in Performances (Disability) Regulations 2014  
• The Copyright and Rights in Performances (Research, Education, Libraries and Archives) 

Regulations 2014  
• The Copyright (Public Administration) Regulations 2014  

 
These regulations are the culmination of nearly three years of discussion and consultation with all 
interested parties, which began with the publication of the Hargreaves Review report, 'Digital 
Opportunity: an Independent Review of Intellectual Property and Growth' on 18 May 2011. The full 
report can be found at http://www.ipo.gov.uk/ipreview.htm. 
 
The next step is a debate in both Houses of Parliament.  If they are approved, the regulations will come 
into force on 1st June.    
 
The documentation published by the Intellectual Property Office includes an overview of the changes 
and their impact on how copyright works can be used, as well a series of guides covering the new and 
amended exceptions in more detail.  See section on Guidance on changes to copyright law - 
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/copyright-exceptions.htm . 
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CLA HE Licence update 
US Scanning Repertoire: HE institutions were notified by the CLA on 31/01/14 of scanned titles 
affected by the changes in the new licence. Institutions were required to remove all affected content by 
28/02/14. Some titles remain under review and are covered by amnesty until 31/07/14. All information 
has been circulated to institutional CLA licence coordinators. Further information is available 
from  ‘What’s New’ on the CLA HE website: http://he.cla.co.uk/get-in-touch/whats-new/ 
 
 
Provision for overseas students: Universities UK and the CLA are in discussion regarding the 
provision of copyrighted material to overseas students studying for a qualification at a UK HE 
institution. A consultation with institutions took place in March/April, with discussion of the possible 
options ongoing.   
 
The NLA Educational Licence will be administered by the CLA from 01/08/14. The NLA and CLA 
licences will remain separate, though it is hoped that administration through a single agency will 
provide a more harmonious licence management for HE institutions. Visit the CLA HE website, NLA 
Education Establishment Licence  for further information: http://he.cla.co.uk/your-he-licence/nla-
education-establishment-licence/ 
 
Copyright works: seeking the lost 
A technical consultation took place in February this year on implementing a domestic orphan works 
licensing scheme and the EU Directive on certain permitted uses of orphan works (2012/28/EU). 
 
The Government’s orphan works scheme, provided for by the Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (ERR) 
Act 2013, allows for the commercial and non-commercial use of any type of orphan work, by any 
applicant, once they have undertaken a diligent search for missing rights holders and on payment of a 
licence fee.  The duration of a licence is likely to be set at seven years with the option to renew if still in 
use.  The scheme will be run by the Intellectual Property Office (IPO).  
 
Alongside this UK scheme, the Government is also implementing the EU Orphan Works Directive  as a 
new exception to copyright law.  This will allow publicly accessible libraries, educational establishments 
and museums, as well as archives, film/audio heritage institutions and public service broadcasting 
institutions to reproduce copyright orphan works digitally and make them available on their website for 
access across Europe.  Use is subject to a prior diligent search and recording of the results on the 
Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM) database.  
 
A summary of the responses to the technical consultation will be published at the end of May, before 
the draft regulations are considered by Parliament for commencement in October 2014. Further 
information is available from the IPO website: http://www.ipo.gov.uk/pro-policy/consult/consult-
live/consult-2014-lost.htm 
 
New: IPO Copyright Notice Service  
The new Copyright Notice Service allows anyone to ask the Intellectual Property Office (IPO) to provide 
basic guidance on an area of copyright law. The service is designed to provide an authoritative, reliable 
and impartial point of reference on broad issues surrounding copyright. Notices will be of particular use 
to educational institutions, allowing them to gain a clearer understanding of copyright issues and 
therefore make better judgments about lawful uses of copyright works. The service is not intended to 
address specific disputes within legal cases or to make new laws. To apply for a notice, simply 
complete this online form. Once developed, copyright notices will be published on the IPO website: 
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/pro-types/pro-copy/c-notice/c-notice-2014.htm  
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