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Welcome to the second edition of Jisc Watch, which SCONUL produces to provide 
members with a source of information on Jisc activities which relate directly to libraries. This 
is an informal newsletter, rather than an official Jisc publication.  

 
If you have any feedback, including material or topics which could be included, I would be 
delighted to receive it at ann.rossiter@sconul.ac.uk.  We would also be happy to hear 
comments on the overall balance and focus of Jisc’s work in relation to libraries so that we 
can feed this back in our discussions with Jisc.   

 

1. New Jisc structure and appointments.  
 
The Jisc Content and Discovery Division, led by Lorraine Estelle, has been renamed 
the Jisc Digital Resources Directorate.  MIMAS and EDINA are being brought within 
this Directorate. Leading on specific areas of work within this team are: 
 
• Susanne Boyle who will lead on Further Education 
• Liam Earney who will lead on Library Support 
• Neil Grindley, Head of Resource Discovery, covering resource discovery services and 

standards 
• Neil Jacobs, Head of Scholarly Communications Support, covering open access projects 

and related services, for example those around repositories 
• Ross Macintyre who will lead on Library Analytics 
• Paola Marchionni, Head of Digital Resources for teaching, learning and research, covering 

new models and partnerships for the funding of digital collections 
• Joy Palmer who will lead on Business Development, (building capacity and skills, portfolio 

management, strategic relations and understanding user behavior) 
• Ben Showers (based in the Futures directorate) who will lead on mobile. 
 
Jisc’s customer services operations are also being reorganised, including the current 
network of regional support centres, advisory services and Janet customer 
engagement team, in order to: “better understand customers’ challenges and needs; 
focus activities to add value; have an approach that is driven by customers’ operations; 
be closer to the sectors we serve;  easier to do business with and deliver all these 
advantages within a much tighter funding envelope.”  Jisc aims to have the new 
customer services operations in place by January 2015.  
 
Further information can be found here. 
 

2. Futures Forum 
 
This is a group of stakeholders including SCONUL, RLUK, UCISA, RUGIT, ARMA and a 
range of other partners which is consulted on which new projects should be 
developed by the Jisc innovation team.  This has existed for eighteen months and is 

mailto:ann.rossiter@sconul.ac.uk
http://mimas.ac.uk/people/susanne-p-boyle/
http://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/contact-us/staff-list/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/neil-grindley
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/neil-jacobs
http://mimas.ac.uk/people/ross-macintyre/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/paola-marchionni
http://mimas.ac.uk/people/joy-palmer/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/ben-showers
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/blog/towards-a-new-look-customer-service-function-for-jisc-01-jul-2014
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now on the second round of funding.  For this round, four key challenges were 
identified for further work: 
 
Research at risk: Realising a robust and sustainable research data management 
infrastructure and services to enrich UK research. 
 
Learner analytics: Using data and analytics to support students; improving 
satisfaction, retention and graduation rates. 
 
From prospect to alumnus: Using all information stored about students to provide a 
joined-up digital student experience from pre-application to employment for the 21st 
century. 
 
Digital capability: Equipping leaders to fully realise the benefits of effective 
exploitation of digital technology. 
 
In September Jisc will be holding workshops to prioritise solutions to the challenges. 
The prioritised solutions will be developed from September onwards. 
 
Useful links: Further information about Jisc’s research and development approach can 
be found here.   
 

3. Projects and initiatives 
 
The following is a list of Jisc initiatives and projects which we are aware of and which 
may be of interest to the library community.  We have erred on the side of brevity, but 
if you would like further information on any of these please do get in touch and we will 
see what we can do to help. 
 
There may be others worth including – please do send us any further suggestions. 
 
 
APCs and subscriptions – negotiations with publishers 
 
What is it? Jisc Collections is currently negotiating with publishers on what it calls the 
“total cost of ownership”,  looking at how the cost of APCs can be offset against 
subscriptions for 2015 for hybrid journals.  SCONUL members provided data which has 
allowed Jisc to model these offset systems. 
 
What’s the latest news? The following is a report from Jisc Collections summarising 
the current position on negotiations: 
 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/research/funding
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American Chemical Society – Awaiting a proposal that recognises the central role of 
the institution in the management of APCs as opposed to aiming incentives purely at 
the author. 
 
American Institute of Physics – A voucher scheme is already in place for this 
publisher for UK universities, but we will be working to improve it for 2015. 
 
British Medical Journal – This publisher has a relatively low priced subscription and as 
such the impact of increasing the number of APCs is particularly noticeable – awaiting 
proposal. 
 
Cambridge University Press – It has been agreed that Jisc Collections will work with 
CUP to put in place an offsetting arrangement for the start of 2015. 
 
Elsevier – there have been some communication issues with Elsevier on this issue and 
the publisher is of the opinion that the challenge of total cost of ownership is a 
‘structural’ one related to the UK’s unique position, which cannot and should not be 
resolved through offsetting. However, following intervention from the Chair of Jisc and 
senior librarians, discussions have reopened and Elsevier is considering models put 
forward by Jisc. You will have all received through the SCONUL email list a copy of the 
letter from Elsevier to Lorraine Estelle on this issue. We would encourage you in your 
conversations with this publisher, to impress the urgency of agreeing an offset system 
to alleviate the huge financial burden of maintaining subscriptions and paying for 
APCs in hybrid journals. 
 
Institute of Physics – An offer is now available to all UK institutions that offer 
significant offsets of APCs against subscription expenditure. To date this offer has 
been taken up by 22 institutions and we will be working with IoPP and HEIs to monitor 
the financial and administrative implications. The standard IoPP options without the 
offset option will also continue to be available. 
 
Oxford University Press –The publisher will be implementing a prepayment scheme 
from 2015 to reduce the costs of APCs for participants. We have stated that, whilst this 
is welcome, it is unlikely to go far enough to mitigate the impact on the most research 
intensive institutions – awaiting response. 
 
Royal Society of Chemistry – this publisher has previously taken a lead through its 
Gold for Gold voucher scheme that provides vouchers against the cost of APCs to 
institutions taking its RSC Gold subscription package. We are working with the 
publisher to improve the Gold for Gold offer to UK institutions – perhaps through 
better allocation of vouchers or caps on APC expenditure. 
 
Sage Publications – All UK academic institutions subscribing to the Sage full 
collection receive a 90% discount on APCs for authors from their institution. 
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Springer –Springer is holding a board meeting in early July to exclusively discuss this 
topic and a proposal is expected thereafter. 
 
Taylor & Francis – An offsetting proposal is expected shortly. 
 
Wiley - Jisc Collections is currently consulting with academic libraries regarding the 
offset proposal that is the result of negotiations undertaken with Wiley and we would 
like to thank everyone that has provided useful feedback. Your feedback is informing 
the next round of negotiations with Wiley in early July. These meetings will also 
include negotiations on the Wiley renewal for 2015. 
 
What’s the latest news? Jisc Collections gave a presentation on this work at SCONUL 
Summer Conference and will be providing regular updates. 
 
Useful links:  There is a small amount of information on Jisc Collections’ total cost of 
ownership work available here. 
  
Digital Student project 
 
What is it?  A project designed to investigate the technological expectations and 
requirements of students in FE and HE and to provide advice and guidance to 
managers. It was originally developed under the first round of Futures Forum funding. 
Phase 1 focused on HE and included reviewing existing evidence plus undertaking a 
student focus group and interviews with practitioners and stakeholders.  Phase 2 is 
looking at learners' expectations and experiences in FE.  A FE and Skills Digital 
Student Study is now underway with the project being led by Professor Rhona Sharpe 
at Oxford Brookes University in partnership with their School of Education. The Jisc 
project manager is Sarah Knight. 
 
What’s the latest news? Phase 1 has been completed and the final report has been 
published.   The final workshop to consult on the outcomes of Phase 1 took place on 
Wednesday 16 July. 
 
Useful links:  The final report on Phase 1 is available here while reports of the 
subsequent consultation on the findings are available here.  Resources for involving 
students are also available here and here. Information on Phase 2 is available here. 
 
Extending licences to scholarly content pilots 
 
What is it?  Jisc Collections is working on two pilot projects to explore models that 
might allow higher education licences instructions to extend licences for scholarly 
content to SMEs and the NHS.  
 
What’s the latest news?   

https://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/News/Prioritisation-of-NESLi-agreements/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/sarah-knight
http://digitalstudent.jiscinvolve.org/wp/students-expectations-and-experiences-of-the-digital-environment-phase-1-study/
http://digitalstudent.jiscinvolve.org/wp/consultation-online/
http://digitalstudent.jiscinvolve.org/wp/consultation-online/enhancing-the-digital-experience-for-students-cards/
http://digitalstudent.jiscinvolve.org/wp/consultation-online/listen-to-students-posters
http://digitalstudent.jiscinvolve.org/wp/fe-and-skills-digital-student-study/
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The SME project is working with three defined groups of SMEs located in the UK at 
Daresbury, BioCity and Edinburgh BioCity sites, and four publishers of primary 
academic research content:  The Royal Society of Chemistry, Springer, The Institution 
of Engineering and Technology (IET) and Wiley.  The objective is “to establish, 
organise, facilitate and manage all aspects of SME trials to provide online access to 
published journal current content licensed by Jisc Collections for the academic 
research community, undertake a usage analysis, consider licensing aspects and make 
a recommendation for a relevant pricing model for SME users for continuing access to 
the content.” The project is due to run until January 2015. The Jisc lead on this is 
Carolyn Alderson. 
 
The NHS Pilot went live on 1 April and enables access to journal content licensed by 
Jisc Collections for eligible staff working across the NHS in England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland.  Nine publishers have agreed to take part.  A mid-trial report is 
expected in November 2014 and a final report in July 2015.  The Jisc lead on this is 
Carolyn Alderson. 
 
Useful links: The web page about the SME pilot is here and the page about the NHS 
pilot is here. 
 
HESA / Jisc Business Intelligence project 
 
What is it? This is a joint project between HESA, HESPA and Jisc which is developing 
three new services.  These are (1) a replacement HESA Heidi service offering 
“visualisations” and dashboards based on HESA data; (2) an experimental tool which 
will support the exploration of non HESA datasets and (3) what Jisc is calling “a further 
experimentation area” to explore benchmark data on operational costs.  
 
What’s the latest news?  The timetable for the project is 31 July 2014 to 1 August 
2016 and Jisc will be making further announcements in the autumn.  The Jisc project 
lead is Myles Danson. 
 
Useful links: There is limited information on this project available online as yet.  A 
page on Business Intelligence, including a write up of a recent Jisc workshop, is 
available here. 
 
Historical texts 
 
What is it?  Historical Texts replaced Jisc Historic Books in June, with a new interface 
and website.  The collection has been acquired in perpetuity for the academic 
community. It provides access and search of three major collections: Early English 
Books Online, Eighteenth Century Collections Online, and a collection of 65,000 19th 
century books from the British Library collection. 

http://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/contact-us/staff-list/
http://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/contact-us/staff-list/
https://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/nesli2/SME-Pilot-/
https://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/nesli2/Extending-Access--2014-NHS-Pilot/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/myles-danson
https://docs.google.com/a/jiscadvance.ac.uk/document/d/1smSL99MODDfwaLscxqXfDHbKh_vO-H_9xUTjs8V5-00/edit?pli=1
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What’s the latest news? Functionality now includes the capacity to view images, full 
text and thumbnails side by side; to download whole publications (PDFs) and 
individual images (JPEGs) instantly; and subject, genre, language and illustration 
description searching.  Jisc has created MARC records for the EBBO collection, which 
they aim to have available for download in the autumn. Jisc would welcome feedback 
on the new platform which can be provided via  historicaltexts@mimas.ac.uk. 
 
Useful links: Further information can be found here.  
 
Identity Management project 
 
What is it?  A project designed to address the social and political barriers that stand in 
the way of good identity management. It is exploring the issues from a user’s point of 
view. The first phase of the project was developed under the Futures Forum work. 
Priority issues were identified as governance and definitions, licensing, usability and 
usage monitoring. The outputs so far are a new “identity hub” on the Jisc website and 
two identity management case studies. The Jisc project lead is Chris Brown. 
 
What’s the latest news?  Further outputs from Phase 1 will include an updated 
identity management toolkit which will be updated at some point during 2014.  Jisc 
has agreed funding to take it forward, and planning is underway for Phase 2.  Jisc has 
published an Access and Identity Management Strategy and would welcome 
comments on this from SCONUL members, which should be sent to 
john.chapman@ja.net. 
 
Useful links: There is a short summary of the project available here last updated in 
February.  A blog post from SCONUL Vice-Chair, Mark Toole, is available here.  The 
Jisc AIM strategy is available here. 
 
Jisc APC Service pilot 
 
What is it:  This is a pilot project to help institutions manage Gold OA APCs with two 
strands (1) an exploration of key issues and challenges within a Gold OA environment 
and (2) the development of an online administration platform.  The project lead is Jo 
Lambert from Jisc Collections. 
  
What’s the latest news?  The pilot will conclude at the end of July and the final report 
on the pilot is expected in August 2014.  A series of case studies has been published 
offering perspectives from HEIs publishers and funders on managing OA publication 
activity. These will be supported by best practice guidelines.  It seems likely that Jisc 
will not continuing with the development of this specific service but that the outputs 
will inform development of a new service: Jisc Monitor.  
 

mailto:historicaltexts@mimas.ac.uk
http://historicaltexts.jisc.ac.uk/#!/
http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/topics/access-identity-management
https://identitymanagementinfokit.pbworks.com/w/page/55023995/Toolkit%20Case%20Studies
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/christopher-brown
mailto:john.chapman@ja.net
http://idmco.jiscinvolve.org/wp/about/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/blog/identity-strategies-to-improve-access-to-resources-29-oct-2013
https://community.ja.net/system/files/288/Jisc%20Access%20and%20Identity%20Management%20Strategy%20v2_4.pdf
http://mimas.ac.uk/people/jo-lambert/
http://mimas.ac.uk/people/jo-lambert/
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Useful links: Details of the pilot project and links to the case studies are available 
here.  
 
Jisc Monitor 
 
What is it? This purpose of the project is to explore how a community-led, user 
centred, shared national service could help institutions manage their Open Access 
activity. Project deliverables will include: functioning prototypes mapped to high-level 
use cases; a critical assessment of the opportunities, challenges and dependencies 
that are likely to impact on the development of service components; and 
recommendations for further development of service components, if appropriate. The 
project lead is Jo Lambert from Jisc Collections. 
 
What’s the latest news?  The project will run for one year and started in May.  The 
first user-engagement workshop was held on 8 July 2014 in London. There is a follow-
up webinar on the 23rd of July from 10-11am.  Jisc is encouraging institutions to get 
involved in the project. 
 
Useful links: A summary of the project is available here, and a project blog is available 
here.  
 
Knowledge Base+ 
 
What is it?  KB+ is now an established service. Jisc is establishing a governance 
framework including an Advisory Group, supported by a renewed Technical Advisory 
Group.  As part of the Futures Forum work, SCONUL advocated its extension to cover 
post-cancellation access and e-books.  Projects exploring how this might be done 
have now been completed.   Liam Earney from Jisc leads the service.  
 
What’s the latest news?  Reports on extending KB+ to cover PCA and e-books are 
with Jisc Collections.  Update 4.1 has recently been applied, which provides: support 
for 'expected' and 'previous' journals in subscriptions and packages; full ONIX-PL 
licence comparison and licence start and end dates.  Jisc is also looking at how KB+ 
might integrate financial information about e-subscriptions.  Workshops on this will be 
held in Edinburgh on 27 August 2014 and London on 10 September 2014. 
 
Useful links: Information about the service can be found here. 
 
Library Analytics and Metrics project (LAMP) 
 
What is it? This is a project to develop a proto-type shared library analytics services for 
UK academic libraries, to help plan and develop service and demonstrate value and 
impact. It’s a partnership between Jisc, Mimas and the University of Huddersfield.  Ben 
Showers is the Jisc lead.  

https://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/Jisc-APC-project/About-the-Jisc-APC-pilot/
http://mimas.ac.uk/people/jo-lambert/
https://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/Jisc-Monitor/
http://jiscmonitor.jiscinvolve.org/wp/
http://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/contact-us/staff-list/
http://www.kbplus.ac.uk/kbplus/about
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/ben-showers
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/ben-showers
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What’s the latest news?  The first phase of the project developed a proof-of-concept 
service that used institutional data to produce basic charts and reports.  The second 
phase is now beginning with a community group meeting taking place at the end of 
July where the first wireframes for the service interface will be presented and tested. 
The prototype service will be refined and tested with the wider library community over 
the coming months.  A briefing meeting was held in May and a workshop on this 
project was held at SCONUL Summer Conference.  
 
Useful links: A good overview of the project is available here.   
 
Library as e-textbook publisher project 
 
What is it? This is a three year national project to explore the viability of institutions 
becoming e-textbook publishers. This was announced in January 2014 and Roger 
Triton is the Jisc project lead. 
 
What’s the latest: The closing date for applications was 5 March and the successful 
bidders were University of the Highlands and Islands & Edinburgh Napier University; 
University of Liverpool; University of Nottingham; and UCL. The participating 
institutions will be producing a baseline survey shortly as well as annual reports for 
each of the three years of the project. A landscape report from David Ball has been 
published and is available here. 
 
Useful links:  The original call is here, which provides some background to the project. 
 
Library Systems programme 
 
What is it? This has been a long-running programme which has been going since 2007 
with which SCONUL has been closely involved.  There have been some clearly 
identifiable outcomes, including Knowledge Base+; the development of a shared LMS 
for Welsh institutions and the LMS Change project which developed a vision for the 
future of library systems and a delivery ‘roadmap’.  Ben Showers has led on this for 
Jisc. 
 
What’s the latest news?  We are currently working with Jisc to explore ways in which 
the work might be taken forward.  
 
Useful links:  An overview of the LMS Change Project is here and some of the useful 
reports coming out of the projects are here.  
 
 
 
 

http://jisclamp.mimas.ac.uk/about-lamp/
file:///C:\Users\ann\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\WIKKKRRI\We%20have%20been%20carrying%20out%20an%20review%20of%20how%20we%20organise%20and%20deliver%20our%20customer%20service%20operations.%20%20While%20there%20are%20many%20areas%20of%20good%20practice%20in%20how%20we%20currently%20do%20this,%20it’s%20clear%20that%20we%20need%20to%20provide%20a%20better%20experience%20for%20our%20customers%20in%20across%20the%20UK.
https://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/News/Institution-as-e-textbook-publisher-call-for-particiation/
http://blogs.cardiff.ac.uk/sharedlms/welsh-higher-education-libraries-shared-lms-services/
http://blogs.cardiff.ac.uk/sharedlms/welsh-higher-education-libraries-shared-lms-services/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/ben-showers
http://lmsguidance.jiscinvolve.org/wp/about-lms-change/
http://lmsguidance.jiscinvolve.org/wp/jisc-projects/
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Research Data Management 
 
What is it?  Jisc has received funding from HEFCE for investment in RDM and is 
consulting with stakeholders, including SCONUL, on priorities for further work. Rachel 
Bruce is the Jisc lead.  
  
What’s the latest news?  We are expecting further information on a proposed 
programme of work in the autumn.  An event is being planned for September with 
invited stakeholders to discuss priorities.  
 
Useful links: Some Jisc advice and resources are available here.  There are also some 
useful resources on the DCC website here.  
 
Metadata to support OA policies 
 
What is it?  The ‘RIOXX profile’, developed in consultation with HEFCE, Research 
Councils and the EC’s OpenAIRE system has been developed to aid HEIs in 
compliance on OA policies from funders and the REF with regards to the  
requirements on metadata from institutional repositories.   
 
What’s the latest news? Following a short open consultation, RIOXX will be stable 
from July 2014 and Jisc will provide support for UK universities to ensure smooth 
implementation. 
 
Useful links:  Information on RIOXX is available here. 
 
National Monograph Strategy 
 
What is it?   A strategy document making recommendations about approaches to 
handling monographs in the future.  Specific proposals include the development of a 
monograph knowledge base and associated services; a monograph impact and 
metrics service; a shared monograph publishing platform; a national licence for 
digitised monographs and the need to develop a digitisation strategy for 
monographs. This is the result of one of the projects funded under the first round of 
the Futures Forum work. Ben Showers is the Jisc lead on this project. 
 
What’s the latest news?  Publication of the report is expected in July, when the next 
phase of the work will begin. 
 
Useful links: The Jisc webpages about the project are available here.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/rachel-bruce
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/rachel-bruce
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/research-data-management
http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/developing-rdm-services
http://rioxx.net/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/ben-showers
http://monographs.jiscinvolve.org/wp/
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NESLi2 Review 
 
What is it?  Jisc Collections commissioned external consultants to undertake a review 
of NESLi2 in response to the changing landscape and to some sections of the 
academic library sector informally expressing dissatisfaction with the deals negotiated.  
  
What’s the latest news?  The review has now been published and includes an 
extensive set of recommendations. They include the recommendation that Jisc 
Collections should: take every opportunity to reinforce the message that it is not a 
‘neutral intermediary’; publish, on a secure part of its website, an annual review of 
price caps achieved in the previous year; consider initiating a regular bulletin for library 
directors; investigate a training programme on negotiation skills for its staff; and 
consider more community involvement in negotiations, including library directors and 
others. 
  
Useful links: The review is available on the SCONUL website here and the call for 
consultants is here, which provides more information on the background to the review.  
 
OA Good practice project / OA implementation community 
 
What is it? This project aims to reduce the burden on HEIs in implementing funders’ 
OA requirements. It has two key elements – the establishment of an OA 
Implementation Community on open access, and a set of Pathfinder projects (or case 
studies), to help the sector in adapting to the new OA requirements.  It will run for two 
years from March 2014.  Sarah Fahmy is the Jisc lead. 
 
What’s the latest news? Details of the successful projects have been announced and 
are available online.  The projects will cover a range of issues for institutions including 
understanding researcher behaviours; the specific challenges facing institutions with 
limited external funding; and reducing the costs for OA implementation.  The OA 
Implementation Community has now been established and a workshop was held in 
June on OA good practice. 
 
Useful links:  The webpage on the OA Implementation Community is available here. 
An overview of the pathfinder projects is available here, as are links to details on the 
specific projects. 
 
OA and the REF: compliance support 
 
What is it? Jisc is undertaking two pieces of work which relate to the requirement 
under the REF Open Access policy for authors’ accepted manuscripts to be deposited 
in repositories within three months of acceptance for publication.   
 

http://www.sconul.ac.uk/sites/default/files/NESLi2Review-FINALREPORTforJiscCollections5514.pdf
https://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/News/A-call-for-a-review-of-NESLi2/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/sarah-fahmy
http://openaccess.jiscinvolve.org/wp/oaimplementationcommunity/
http://openaccess.jiscinvolve.org/wp/2014/07/07/snapshot-of-the-oa-good-practice-pathfinder-projects/
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What’s the latest news? First, some publishers are willing to discuss automatic 
deposit into repositories from their systems and Jisc will shortly be undertaking a 
consultation on how HEIs would wish to receive manuscripts direct from publishers, via 
the Jisc Publications Router service.  Second, many SCONUL members will be facing 
challenges around reengineering workflows to allow for deposit on acceptance, and 
Jisc Collections will be organising a workshop on this issue, details of which will be 
announced shortly. 
 
Useful links:  Information about these initiatives is not available online yet.  However, 
Neil Jacobs, Head of Scholarly Communications at Jisc, has produced a useful 
overview of the impact of the recent OA policy changes on the relationship between 
HEIs and journal publishers. It is available here. 
 
Open Mirror project 
 
What is it?  This is a feasibility study carried out as part of the Futures Forum work to 
establish whether it would be possible to provide one central website that makes it 
easy to find open access research papers from repositories.  SCONUL was one of the 
project partners.  
 
What’s the latest news?  The project has concluded and the final report has been 
published.  It looks at the barriers to making progress, and identifies a range of 
options for moving forward.  It is not clear whether or how Jisc will take this work 
forward. 
 
Useful links: The final report is available here. This blog post from Neil Jacobs 
provides some background. 
 
Spotlight on the Digital project 
 
What is it? This is another Futures Forum project which has been looking at how the 
discoverability of digitised collections might be improved. The project produced a 
practical guide aimed at creators and managers of digital collections and a set of 
above-campus services. The Jisc project lead was Paola Marchionni.  
 
What’s the latest news?  The final report has now been published and recommends 
seven areas where above campus intervention could support institutions improve the 
discoverability of their digitised resources, including: building institutional capacity, 
exploiting the role of aggregators, establishing a technology foresight group, 
developing new tools and services to support routine discovery tasks, open licensing 
and strategic content promotion. 
 
The project has received funding for phase 2 (£200k) which will run from September 
2014 to August 2016.  A project manager for this phase will start on 8 September. 

http://scholarlycommunications.jiscinvolve.org/wp/2014/06/17/oa-mandates-jisc-services-and-university-systems/
http://repository.jisc.ac.uk/5570/1/JISC_REPORT_open_mirror_090514_FINAL_WEB.pdf
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/blog/what-could-you-do-with-an-open-mirror-22-oct-2013
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/paola-marchionni
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Useful links: The final report and other outputs are available here.  
 
Student Summer of Innovation  
 
What is it? The summer of student innovation is a competition that is designed to get 
students involved in exploring new ways to use technology to improve research, 
education and student life. It is open to any student. Successful students will get a 
£5000 grant and a place at the Jisc summer school to develop their idea. Jisc will work 
with the most promising ideas that emerge from the competition to ensure as many 
universities and colleges as possible can benefit. This is one of the Futures Forum 
projects for which SCONUL is a partner. The Jisc project lead is Andy McGregor. 
 
What’s the latest news?  The 20 winners of this year’s competition have been 
announced. Projects that may interest members include University Proofreading 
Exchange and Duct Tape University, an OER discovery and publishing tool for learning 
communities. The students will attend three summer school events between now and 
September and the solutions the students develop will be exhibited at an event in 
November. 
  
Useful links: The press release about the 20 winners is available here and overall 
details about the competition are here.  
 
UK Medical Heritage Library 
 
What is it? Jisc and the Wellcome Library have a partnership initiative to digitise 
approximately 10 million pages of 19th century books broadly related to medicine, 
and Jisc will support the digitisation of relevant book and pamphlet collections within 
universities. Paola Marchionni is the Jisc lead on the project.  
 
What’s the latest news? The deadline for the call was 17 April and shortlisting has 
now been completed. We expect a press release from the Wellcome Trust shortly.  
 
Useful links: The press release from Jisc on the announcement provides some 
background, and a copy of the call for expressions of interest is available on the 
SCONUL website here. 
 

http://digitisation.jiscinvolve.org/wp/2014/06/03/spotlight-on-the-digital-final-recommendations-and-outputs/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/andrew-mcgregor
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/news/student-innovators-scoop-grants-to-develop-fresh-ideas-19-jun-2014
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/student-innovation
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/staff/paola-marchionni
http://tinyurl.com/oo8bjx6
http://www.sconul.ac.uk/sites/default/files/Guidance%20notes%20for%20C19%20book%20EoI.pdf
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