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Relevance to HE Libraries 
 

Following the publication of plans for the Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF) earlier this 

year, on 29 September supplementary documents were released by the government 

detailing how universities will be rated in the second year of the TEF.   

 

Responses to the technical consultation identified a number of suggestions for improvement 

that have been incorporated into the year two specification.  This newly published 

specification contains clear opportunities for libraries to make significant contributions to their 

institutions’ submissions. 

 

1. Level Descriptors 

 

Following assessments universities will now be rated as bronze, silver or gold.  

Descriptors for each rating include reference to the use and consistent availability of 

“physical and digital resources” and the assessment criteria for each level include 

learning environments and resources, meaning there is a clear opportunity for the 

positive positioning of libraries and their programmes in relation to TEF.  It is unfortunate 

that the metrics used to measure these criteria do not make explicit reference to 

environments or resources despite the fact that this data exists to be harvested (for 

instance SCONUL statistics or question 19 of the National Student Survey), however 

there is not currently scope to influence this decision. 

 

2. Provider Submissions 

 

Alongside data harvested from existing sources, universities will be asked to produce a 

supplementary narrative of supporting evidence of no more than 15 pages known as a 

‘provider submission’.  There is scope within these submissions to make reference to the 

library and its programmes, and it is feasible that these narratives might be used 

strategically to broker additional institutional support for the library to support specific 

programmes. Universities will be asked within these submissions to “put forward any 

additional evidence that a provider feels best supports its case for excellence against the 

assessment criteria”.  There are a number of suggested areas that the submission may 

make reference to.  Areas which could be relevant to library programmes include: 

a. “Impact and effectiveness of innovative approaches, new technology or 

educational research” 

b. “Impact and effectiveness of initiatives aimed at supporting the transition into 

and through a higher education course” 

c. “Quantitative information demonstrating proportional investment in teaching 

and learning infrastructure” 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/557140/Teaching_Excellence_Framework_-_Technical_Con_Response.pdf
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d. “Extent and impact of student involvement in or exposure to the latest 

developments in research, scholarship or professional practice (one or more)” 

e. “Evidence and impact of initiatives aimed at preparing students for further 

study and research” 

f. “Impact of initiatives aimed at closing gaps in development, attainment and 

progression for students from different backgrounds, in particular at those 

from disadvantaged backgrounds or those who are at greater risk of not 

achieving positive outcomes.”  

 

Provider submissions will be published with the intention that they are “freely available 

for researchers wishing to understand more about the basis of high quality learning and 

teaching in UK HE”, providing a potential additional opportunity for libraries to advocate 

for their relevance to TEF attainment if their programmes are included as evidence. 

 

In addition, the current scope of TEF assessors and panel members, does not explicitly 

preclude the potential inclusion of librarians or library professions in the future and there is 

currently continued scope to influence the evolution of the TEF.   

 


